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cap took some liberties, they came and told our Cap-
tain that he should look out for his men, informing
him that any one who attempted to do that again
would not stand much of a chance, that they would
kill him on the spot. They always put up a separate
cabin for the women when they have their menses,
for then they believe them to be infectious.

They are astonished and often complain [67] that,
since the French mingle with and carry on trade with
them, they are dying fast, and the population is thin-
ning out. For they assert that, before this associa-
tion and intercourse, all their countries were very
populous, and they tell how one by one the different
coasts, according as they have begun to traffic with
us, have been more reduced by disease; adding, that
the reason why the Armouchiquois do not diminish
in population is because they are not at all careless.
Thereupon they often puzzle their brains, and some-
times think that the French poison them, which is
not true; at other times that they give poison to the
wicked and vicious of their nation to help them vent
their spite upon some one. This last supposition is not
without [68] foundation; for we have seen them have
some arsenic and sublimate which they said they
bought from certain French Surgeons, in order to kill
whomsoever they wished, and boasted that they had
already experimented upon a captive, who (they said )
died the day after taking it. Others complain that
the merchandise is often counterfeited and adulter-
ated, and that peas, beans, prunes, bread, and other
things that are spoiled are sold to them; and that it
is that which corrupts the body and gives rise to the
dysentery and other diseases which always attack
them in Autumn. This theory likewise is not offered



